Wellesley Protects the Natives
who has been guilty ... of such acts of oppression as Mr.------has
himself acknowledged, is suffered to go unpunished ? 1
The second case was more serious still; the defendant,
amongst other charges, being accused of compelling natives
to stand in the sun*with stores on their heads, in order to
extort money from them; and of causing another to be
flogged to death and forcing others to sign a paper testifying
that the man died as the result of poison.
In the course of this trial [states Colonel Wellesley] the evidence has
been proved of a system of oppression and exaction at Seedasheeghur
during the command of Lieutenant------, such as it is to be hoped does
not disgrace the army in any other place; and yet the general court
martial have marked their sense of the crimes of which they have found
Lieutenant------guilty, and of his general conduct ... in no other
manner than by a suspension from rank and pay for six months, and by
a reprimand.
I entreat them ... to reconsider this sentence, and to reflect on the
disgrace which will be attached to the character of the whole profession
if it be supposed that a person found guilty of such crimes can be suf-
fered to remain among them.2
Colonel Wellesley, rather to his own surprise, prevailed
upon the court-martial to alter their sentence and the officer
was tried in the civil courts for murder. This was an almost
unheard-of thing in those days, when a decision was rarely
given against a British officer j the idea of equality of justice,
so rigorously enforced by Colonel Wellesley, was quite a
new innovation.
Nevertheless it had come to stay, for under the Wellesley
Government the old system of exploitation and oppression
was to be fought to the death with untiring vigilance and
determination.
There was another court-martial nearer home, which, while
it lasted, occupied Colonel Wellesley for several weeks in a
most unpleasant manner. This was the trial of three British
officers for embezzling stores at Seringapatam.
1 Supp. Despatches, Vol. //, pp. 440, 441.    2 Ibid., Vol. Ill) p. i$.
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